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Legidative Highlights

T

he Legislature ended the second half of the 1999-2000 legidlative session on
Thursday, August 31, 2000. Bills passed by that time were sent to the Gov-
ernor and had to be signed or vetoed by September 30. All signed bills, with
the exception of urgency legislation, will take effect as State law on January
1, 2001. The Legidlature will officially convene the 2001-2002 regular ses-
sion on December 4, 2000, for the swearing in of new members and will con-
vene for the purpose of conducting official business on January 2, 2001.

The Legislature passed a number of significant bills on major statewide is-
sues such as student financial aid, K-12 education, Internet sales tax, Medi-
Cal fraud, electricity rates and hedlth insurance. At the time of this report,
the Governor was considering the fate of over 1,000 bills passed in the last
weeks of the 1999-2000 session. The following pages contain information
about legidative outcomes, the major provisions of Senate Bill 1644, (the re-
vised Cal Grant Program), Senate Bill 1688 (the Governor's Merit Scholar-
ship program), and summaries of Propositions 38 and 39.

Legidative
Outcomes

This past year, the Commission continued to focus its efforts on the
fundamental issues of Access, Affordability, and Accountability. Each
legislative session, the Commission determines the higher education bills that
most accurately reflect its priorities, adopts positions on the bills, and
engages in efforts to influence the outcomes of the legislation. Although a
number of bills affecting higher education were introduced and tracked by the
Commission this year, a very low percentage were actualy passed by the
Legidature and sent to the Governor. Of the 35 bills on the matrix that were
identified by the Commission as having top priority, only 14 were passed by
both houses of the Legislature and sent to the Governor's desk. Of these, the
Commission supported 10 and held a watch position on the others. None of
the bills opposed by the Commission were passed.

The 1999-2000 session also signaled a successful legidlative year for the
Commission. Two bills sponsored by the Commission during the last session
were passed by the Legidature. The first, Senate Bill 1570 (Villaraigosa,
Romero), providing for a Student Information System, was passed and signed
by the Governor last year; the other, Assembly Bill 1123 (Cardoza), estab-
lishing a California Distance Learning Policy, was passed and signed by the
Governor on September 15, 2000.



Senate Bill 1644
(Ortiz-
Poochigian)
Financial Aid for
Students

One of the most significant bills in the just-completed session, Senate Bill
1644, was passed by the Legislature and signed by the Governor at the close
of session, and represents landmark financial aid legislation for California.
Although this bill underwent a number of negotiations and revisions before
passage, it received only one “no” vote. Governor Davis signed the measure
into law on September 11, 2000.

SB 1644 revises and expands the Cal Grant Program to provide guaranteed
financial awards (Cal Grants) to students who meet the minimum grade point
average and income eligibility requirements. According to the Governor's
office, it promises to fund nearly one out of three high school graduates. It is
unknown at this time how many new awards will be made in 2001-02.

Under the provisions of SB 1644, the Ca Grant program is now made up of
six distinct, but related, types of grants. They are:

Q) Cd Grant A Entitlement Awards

2 Ca Grant B Entitlement Awards

3 Cd Grant A and B Community College Transfer Entitlement
Awards

4) Compsetitive Cal Grant A and B Awards

5) Cal Grant C Awards

(6) Cal Grant T Awards

Cal Grant A and B Entitlement Awards. Under the provisions of the new
program, both the Cal Grant A and B Entitlement Awards are designed to
benefit recent high school graduates. Cal Grant A awards are guaranteed to
every student who has a minimum of 3.0 GPA (on a4.0 scale). Ca Grant B
awards are guaranteed to every student who has a minimum GPA of 2.0 (on a
4.0 scale). Inaddition, students eligible for these awards must:

* beadCadiforniaresident;

» demonstrate financial need for the award;

* meet the GPA requirements;

* not exceed the income and asset ceiling limitations,

* be either a senior in high school or first year out of high school;
and

* belessthan 24 years of age.

A student who receives a grant will be eligible for grant renewal only if he or
she continues to demonstrate financia need, does not exceed the income and
asset limitations, and makes satisfactory academic progress at a qualifying
institution. Part-time students are eligible for these grants as well.

The income and asset ceiling levels for students to be eligible for the Cal
Grant A and B programs as set forth in SB 1644 are displayed in the chart
below. Thelaw requires that the Student Aid Commission adjust these levels



annually by utilizing a cost-of-living index that will be developed through the
California Student Aid Commission’s regulatory process.

Income and Asset Ceiling Limits
Cal Grant Program, Effective 2001-02

Family Size Cal Grant A Cal Grant B
Families of Dependent Students
Independent Students with Dependents

Six or more $74,100 $40,700
Five 68,700 37,700
Four 64,100 33,700
Three 59,000 30,300
Two 57,600 26,900
Independent Students
One (Single, no dependents) 23,500 23,500
Two (Married, no dependents) 26,900 26,900

Asset Ceilings (Total Assets, excluding Home Equity and Retirement Accounts)
Families of Dependent Students
Independent Students with Dependents
49,600 49,600
Independent Students 23,600 23,600

Community College Transfer Entitlement Award. SB 1644 also established
the Ca Grant A and B Community College Transfer Entitlement Award pro-
gram to ensure that students who choose to do their lower division course-
work at a California community college are afforded a similar opportunity to
receive an entitlement grant.

The California Community College Transfer Entitlement provisions guaran-
tee a Cal Grant award to every student who transfers from a community col-
lege to an eligible four-year university and meets the following criteria:

» isaCdiforniaresident;

* has a minimum grade point average of 2.4 in al college-level trans-
ferable coursework;

» does not exceed the income and asset limitations,

e demonstrates financial need;

* isunder the age of 24; and

» has graduated from a California high school during or after the 2001-
02 academic year.

Maximum award levels set. Under the revised program, Cal Grant A awards
will continue to provide tuition and fee assistance only. However, the maxi-
mum amount for a Cal Grant A award for students attending the University of
California or the California State University will be equal to the systemwide
student fees alone and no longer covers campus-based student charges. In
another change, SB 1644 replaces the old formula for determining the
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amount of the grants at independent institutions in Californiawith a provision
that the specific award level would be determined by the Budget Act of 2000
($9,708), or as adjusted in future budget acts. Community college students
remain ineligible for tuition or fee assistance from the Cal Grant Program
(such fees are to be waived through the Community College Board of Gover-
nors (BOG) Fee Waiver program).

Cal Grant B awards in a student's first year now cover a maximum of $1,551
for what the new law identifies as college “access’ costs. Access costs are
defined as living expenses and expenses for transportation, supplies and
books. In subsequent years, Ca Grant B renewal awards can continue to
cover access costs as well astuition and fees.

Competitive Cal Grant A and B Awards. The new Cal Grant program aso
has an annual competitive-award component, with a total of 22,500 grants
available for students who do not receive an entitlement grant. Half of total
grants (11,250) will be awarded on the basis of a competition among students
in each of the two following groups:

* A pool of al students, including community college students, who
meet the financial and academic requirements, and who apply by
March 2.

* A pool of qualifying community college students who meet the finan-
cial and academic requirements and apply by September 2.

The law also requires the Student Aid Commission, by no later than February
1, 2001, to establish a selection criteria for these awards that gives considera-
tion to disadvantaged students. The law specifies that such criteria should
take into consideration those financial, educational, cultural, language, home,
community, environmental, and other conditions that hamper a student’s ac-
cess to and ability to persist in postsecondary education programs. Addi-
tional consideration isto be given to students who a) graduated prior to 2000-
2001 b) are pursuing Cal Grant B awards and have reestablished an eligible
GPA by completing at least 16 units of credit coursework at a community
college with at least a2.0. GPA, or c) did not receive an entitlement award.

SB 1644 was linked with another student financial aid bill, Senate Bill 1688
(Polanco), one of Governor Davis primary education initiatives. Both bills
needed to be signed in order to become law. SB 1688 creates two merit
scholarship programs:

* The Governor's Scholars program will provide $1,000 for students
who earn high scores on the State achievement test (STAR).

* The Distinguished Mathematics and Science Scholars program pro-
vides $2,500 scholarships to students with the highest scores on Ad-
vanced Placement tests in mathematics and science.



November Ballot
M easur es

Voters will be presented with eight ballot initiatives in this November's gen-
eral election, a short list, compared to the 18 proposals on the last March
Primary Ballot. Two measures affecting education would, if passed, amend
the State Constitution.

Proposition 38-The
National Average
School Funding
Guarantee and
Parental Right to
Choose Quality
Education
Amendment

Proposition 38 which addresses school vouchers, State funded private and
religious education public school funding would make major changes in pub-
lic funding for K-12 education. Currently about six million pupils attend
kindergarten through 12" grade (K-12) in California public schools. In addi-
tion, about 650,000 pupils are enrolled in K-12 grades in various private
schools that are not part of the public school system. The State generaly
does not provide funding for pupils attending K-12 private schools. (The
only exception is for a small number of children with physical, mental, or
learning disabilities who are placed in certain private school).

This proposition requires the State to offer an annual scholarship (also known
as a voucher) to every school-age child in California. The scholarships are
grants to parents on behalf of their children. Scholarship checks would be
made out to parents, but sent to private schools selected by the parents.
These checks could only be cashed to pay tuition and other educational fees
at schools that have chosen to become "scholarship-redeeming” schools. The
scholarships would not be considered income for State tax purposes.

In order to redeem scholarships, a private school cannot "advocate unlawful
behavior" or discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, color, or national
origin. The proposition does not prohibit a private school from restricting
admission based on other reasons, including sex, religion, ability, and disabil-
ity.

Proposition 38 would give parents $4,000 a year in State money to send their
child to a private or parochial school of their choice. It expands eligibility in
phases with children currently in public schools qualifying for vouchers first.
Within four years, children currently in private schools could receive the
money.

The second section of Proposition 38 would allow the Legidlature to replace
the current school financing formula (Proposition 98 guarantee) that sets
aside roughly 40 percent of the State's general fund for education, with a sys-
tem that sets per-pupil spending at no less than the national average.

It is difficult to estimate the cost of this proposal. The Legidative Analyst's
Office estimates that vouchers could initially cost California as much as $1.1
billion annually for the first several years. However, over the long term
vouchers could either save the State between $1.3 billion and $6.7 billion or
cost about $3.3 billion a year, depending on a number of variables, including
how many public school students switch to vouchers.



Proposition 39-The
Smaller Classes,
Safer Schools and
Financial
Accountability Act

Proposition 39 would change the California constitution to lower the voting
requirement for passage of local school bonds and change existing statutory
law regarding charter school facilities. Currently, California's public school
facilities are the responsibilities of over 1,000 school districts and county of-
fices of education. Over the years, the State has provided a significant por-
tion of the funding of these facilities through the schools facilities program.
Most recently, this program was funded with $6.7 billion in State general ob-
ligation bonds approved by the voters in November 1998. Generally, the
State assumes 50 percent of the cost of new school facilities; 80 percent of
the cost of modernizing existing facilities; and 100 percent of the cost of ei-
ther new facilities or modernizing in "hardship cases.”

In addition to State bonds, funding for school facilities has been provided
from a variety of other sources, including school district genera obligation
bonds; special local bonds (known as "Méello-Roos" bonds); and fees that
school districts charge builders on new residential, commercial, and industrial
construction.

Currently, the community colleges are part of the public higher education
system and include 107 campuses operated by 72 local districts. These facili-
ties are funded differently than K-12 schools. In recent years, most facilities
for community colleges have been funded 100 percent by the State, generally
using state bonds. These public funds are available only if appropriated by
the Legidature for the specific facility and there is no requirement that local
community college districts provide a portion of the funding in order to ob-
tain State funds. However, community college districts may elect to fund
construction of facilities with local general obligation bonds or other non-
State funds, if they so choose.

Proposition 39 proposes to: 1) Allow school facilities bond measures to be
approved by 55 percent (rather than two thirds) of the voters in local elec-
tions and (2) Provide that property taxes could exceed the current one percent
limit in order to repay the bonds.

This 55 percent vote requirement would apply only if the local bond measure
presented to the voters includes:

* A requirement that the bond funds be used only for construction, re-
habilitation, equipping of school facilities, or the acquisition or lease
of real property for school facilities;

» A gpecific list of school projects to be funded and certification that the
school board has evaluated safety, class size reduction, and informa-
tion technology needs in developing the list; and

* The requirement that the school board conduct annual, independent
financial and performance audits until all bond funds have been spent
to ensure that the funds have been used only for the projects listed in
the measure.



The second section of Proposition 39 would change existing law regarding
charter school facilities. Currently, charter schools are independent public
schools formed by teachers, parents, and other individuals and/or groups.
The schools function under contracts or "charters" with local school districts,
county boards of education, or the State Board of Education. They are ex-
empt from most State laws and regulations affecting public schools.

As of June 2000, there were 309 charter schools in California, serving about
105,000 students (less than two percent of all K-12 students). The law per-
mits an additional 100 charter schools each year until 2003, at which time the
charter school program will be reviewed by the Legislature. Under current
law, school districts must allow charter schools to use, at no charge, facilities
not currently used by the district for institutional or administrative purposes.

This proposition would require each local K-12 school district to provide
charter school facilities sufficient to accommodate the charter school's stu-
dents. The district, however, would not be required to spend its general dis-
cretionary revenues to provide these facilities for charter schools. Instead,
the district could choose to use these or other revenues--including State and
local bonds. The proposition aso provides that:

» Thefacilities must be reasonably equivalent to the district schools that
these students would otherwise attend;

* The district may charge the charter school for its facilities if district
discretionary revenues are used to fund the facilities; and

» A district may decline to provide facilities for a charter school with a
current or projected enrollment of fewer than 80 students.







7 Matrix of Selected Legislation

the Commission during the second half of the 1999-2000 Legislative ses-
sion. It consists of bills that reflect the Commission's legidlative priorities,
its sponsored legislation, and other key measures affecting postsecondary
education. The Governor has until September 30, 2000, to sign or veto all
bills passed by the Legislature. Staff will update the Governmental Rela-
tions Committee orally on further developments at its October meeting.

T HIS SECTION of the Legisative Update presents a matrix of bills tracked by

Brief summaries and veto messages of the bills are in the following sec-
tion.



MATRIX 1999-2000 LEGISLATIVE BILLS
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Number Author Subject Position | & 3 &8 2 5 3 5 3. & COMMENTS
Personal Income Tax:
1. AB 2 Alquist  |Exclusive Support | X | X | X | X | X | D |pied on senate Fioor.
2. | AB 108 Mazzoni  |Subject Matter Projects Support | X X X X X X |To Governor Davis on 9/14/00.
Financial Aid: Summer
3. | AB252 Scott College Attendance Support | X X X X X X |Vetoed by Governor Davis on 9/7/00. (Veto message attached).
College Admissions Testing
4. | AB 666 Romero  |Opportunity Program Oppose | X X X D Died on File in Senate Education Committee.
5. | AB914 Keeley |Postsecondary Ed: Fees Watch X X X D Died on File in Senate Education Committee.
California Distance Learning
6. | AB1123| Cardoza |Policy Support | X X X X X X |Signed by Governor Davis on 9/15/00, Chapter No. 467.
California STAR/Rising STAR
7. | AB 1828 | Dickerson |Student Scholarships Watch D Died on File in Assembly Education Committee.
Access to Transfer
8. | AB 1918 Romero |Information for CCC Watch X X X X X X |Signed by Governor Davis on 7/21/00, Chapter No. 187.
9. | AB 2007 Runner  |Joint Use Facilities Watch X X X X X X |Enrolled to Governor Davis on 8/31/00.
Tax Deduction: Scholarshare
10. | AB 2095 Lempert |Trust Support | D Died on File in Assembly Revenue and Taxation Committee.
Support, in
11. | AB 2266 | Firebaugh |Public School Funding concept X D Died on File in Assembly Appropriations Committee.
Committee on
12. | AB 2368 | Higher Education |CSU & UC Student Fees Watch D Died on File in Assembly Rules Committee.
13. | AB 2372 Granlund |CCC: Student Fees Oppose | D Died on File in Assembly Higher Education Committee.
Support, if
14. | AB 2376 Lempert |CCC: Book Grants amended D Died on File in Assembly Higher Education Committee.
15. | AB 2388 | Lempert |cccC: Omnibus Bil Watch | X | X | X | X | X | X |Enrolled to Governor Davis on 8/31/00.




UC & CSU Summer Session | Support, if
16. | AB 2409 Migden  |Fees amended | X X X X X Signed by Governor Davis on 9/8/00, Chapter No. 383.

CCC: Financial Aid Outreach
17. | AB 2413 | Machado |Program Support | X D Died on File in Assembly Appropriations Committee.
18. | AB 2476 Romero |CCC: Deferment Act Support | X X X X D Died on File in Senate Appropriations Committee.

Support, if
19. | AB 2496 | Washington |CCC: Book Grants amended | X X X X D Died on File in Senate Appropriations Committee.
Support, if

20. | AB 2565 Zettel CCC: Technology amended | X X X X X To Governor Davis on 9/14/00.
21. | sSB576 | McPherson |Language Development Study | Support | X X X X X Vetoed by Governor Davis on 9/8/00. (Veto message attached).

Master Plan for Service
22. | SB 919 | Vasconcellos |Learning Support | X X X X D Died on File in Assembly Appropriations Committee.
23. | SB 1326 Hayden |Hate Crimes Report Support | X X X X X Died on Assembly Floor.

Student Financial Aid:
24. | SB 1330 Alpert Assumption Program Support | X X X X X Enrolled to Governor Davis on 8/31/00.

Tax Credit: Test & Application
25. | SB 1369 | Poochigian |Fees Oppose | D Died on File in Senate Revenue and Taxation Committee.

Student Fees: Summer Term | Support, if
26. | SB 1450| McPherson |or Session amended | X X X D Died on File in Assembly Higher Education Committee.

Tax Deduction: College
27. | SB 1453 Schiff Tuition Oppose | D Died on File in Senate Revenue and Taxation Committee.

Student Financial Aid: Cal Language from SB 1788 put into SB 1644. Signed by Governor Davis on
28. | SB 1644 Ortiz Grant Awards Support | X X X X X 9/11/00, Chapter No. 403.

Teacher Recruitment and Language from SB 1505 put into SB 1666. Signed by Governor Davis on
29. | SB 1666 Alarcon Incentives (Gov. prop) Support X X X X X 7/5/00. Chapter No. 70.

Governor's Merit Scholarship Language from SB 1503 put into SB 1688. Signed by Governor Davis on
30. | SB 1688 Polanco  |Program Watch X X X X X 9/11/00, Chapter No. 404.




Advanced Placement Program

Language from SB 1504 put into SB 1689. Signed by Governor Davis on

31. | SB1689 Escutia (Gov. prop.) Support 7/5/00. Chapter No. 73.
32. | SB 1787 Burton Merit Scholarship Program Watch Died on File in Senate Education Committee.
33. | SB 2118 | Poochigian |Cal Grant Programs Watch Died on Senate Floor.

15-Sep-00
X-Indicates Action Taken
D-Died on File

H-Indicates Held in Committee

P-Indicates Pending Consideration or Reconsideration in Committee
F-Indicates Failed Passage in Committee




Legidative Bill Summaries

Assembly Bill 2 Subject: Personal Income Tax: Exclusion
Author: Alquist Version: 6/15/00

This bill would authorize tax exemptions for employer-provided graduate
student education expenses from taxable income. Status. Died on Senate
Floor.

Assembly Bill 108 Subject: Subject Matter Project
Author: Mazzoni Version: 8/25/00

This bill would authorize the California Arts Project, the California Foreign
Language Project, and the California Physical Education-Health Project as
statewide subject matter projects. It also contains other provisions relating
to the Subject Matter Project Program. Status. To Governor Davis on
9/14/00.

Assembly Bill 252  Subject: Financial Aid: Summer College Attendance
Author: Scott Version: 8/10/00

This bill would require the California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) to
study and report to the Governor and the Legislature by January 1, 2002,
on the need for financial aid incentives to encourage students to attend col-
lege during summer term. Status: Vetoed by Governor Davis on 9/7/00

Assembly Bill 666 Subject: College Adm. Testing Opportunity Prog.
Author: Romero Version: 2/22/00

This bill would establish a statewide college admissions test-taking
program which would be administered by the Superintendent of Public
Education. The purpose of the bill isto provide under-represented students
with the opportunity to prepare for and take college admissions tests.
Status: Died on File in Senate Education Committee.

Assembly Bill 914 Subject: Postsecondary Ed: Fees
Author: Keeley Version: 1/24/00

This bill would establish a State student fee policy and call upon the
Commission to conduct a study on ways to ensure that any fee increases
are gradual, moderate and predictable. Status. Died on File in Senate Edu-
cation Committee.
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10.

Assembly Bill 1123 Subject: California Distance Learning Policy
Author: Cardoza Version: 8/7/00

This bill would establish a California Distance Learning Policy. It would
require the California Postsecondary Education Commission to convene an
intersegmental working group to determine state funding priorities consis-
tent with the institutional missions of the systems of higher education. The
Commission would forward the recommendations of the intersegmental
working group to the Legislature and the Governor on or before August 1,
2002. Status. Signed by Governor Davis on 9/15/00, Chapter No. 467

Assembly Bill 1828 Subject: STAR/Rising STAR Student Scholarships
Author: Dickerson Version: 4/6/00

This bill would create the STAR/Rising STAR Student Scholarship
Program, a new grant program for high school students who score in the
top 5-percent on the grade 11 STAR test or who show a 10-percent im-
provement from their grade 9 STAR score. Status: Died on Filein As-
sembly Education Committee.

Assembly Bill 1918 Subject: CCC: Accessto Transfer Information
Author: Romero Version: 4/24/00

This bill would require the governing board of each community college
district to ensure that students have access to copies of the transfer core
curriculum, as defined to mean lower division, genera education transfer
curriculum that is fully articulated between the California Community Col-
leges, the Cdifornia State University and the University of California.
Status. Signed by Governor Davis on 7/21/00, Chapter No. 187

Assembly Bill 2007 Subject: Joint Use Education Facilities
Author: Runner Version: 8/18/00

This bill would exempt Antelope Valley College facilities that are jointly
used by CSU Bakersfield and are built after January 1, 2001, from the Field
Act. It would aso appropriate $1 million from the General Fund to the
California Community Colleges for allocation to San Mateo Community
College District to implement a joint four-year degree program that would
include Canada College and San Francisco State University. Status. En-
rolled to Governor Davis on 8/31/00

Assembly Bill 2095 Subject: Tax Deduction: Scholarshare Trust
Author: Lempert Version: 5/30/00

This bill would alow a refundable credit in an amount equal to specified
percentages of the amount of any contribution made on January 1, 2000,
and before January 1, 2005, during the taxable year to a scholarshare trust.
This bill would limit the credit to $500. Status: Died on File in Assembly
Revenue and Taxation Committee.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Assembly Bill 2266 Subject: Public School Finding
Author: Firebaugh Version: 4/4/00

This bill would enact the Public Education Facilities Bond Act of 2000. It
would provide for an unknown level of funding to be deposited in the 2000
Higher Education Capital Outlay Fund, which would be created by this bill.
Status: Died on Filein Assembly Appropriations Committee.

Assembly Bill 2368 Subject: CSU & UC: Student Fees
Author: (Committee on Higher Education) Version: 2/24/00

This bill would state intent language that, in order to keep student fees at
the California State University and University of California as reasonable
as possible, the proportional share of funding for those institutions in the
annual State General Fund budget be at least maintained at the 1999-2000
fiscal year level. Status: Died on File in Assembly Rules Committee.

Assembly Bill 2372 Subject: CCC: Student Funding
Author: Granlund Version: 4/13/00

This bill would express legidative intent with respect to the presentation of
proposals relating to the funding of community colleges and student fees.
Status. Died on Filein Assembly Higher Education Committee.

Assembly Bill 2376 Subject: CCC: Book Grant
Author: Lempert Version: 2/24/00

This bill would provide a book grant for community college students
receiving afee waiver. It would provide $200 for full-time, $150 for three-
guarter time and $100 for half-time students. Status: Died on File in As-
sembly Higher Education Committee

Assembly Bill 2388 Subject: CCC: Omnibus Bill
Author: Lempert Version: 8/25/00

This bill would recast and reorganize the statutes in the California
Education Code relating to community colleges. Status: Enrolled to Gov-
ernor Davis on 8/31/00

Assembly Bill 2409 Subject: UC & CSU Summer Session Fees
Author: Migden Version: 8/18/00

This bill would prohibit summer session fees at all campuses of the
University of Californiaand California State University from exceeding the
fees charged per credit unit for any other academic term, if the State pro-
vides funding to offset any revenue losses that may occur. Status: Signed
by Governor Davis on 9/8/00, Chapter No. 383
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Assembly Bill 2413 Subject: CCC: Financial Aid Outreach Program
Author: Machado Version: 3/27/00

This bill would require the Community College Chancellor's Office to
create an intensive financial aid outreach awareness program. Status. Died
on File in Assembly Appropriations Committee

Assembly Bill 2476 Subject: CCC: Deferment Act
Author: Romero Version: 8/8/00

This bill would enact the California Community College Deferment Act,
which would encourage persons who are eligible to attend the University of
California to attend a community college for their lower division work.
Such students would have their fees waived for their upper division work at
the University. The bill aso calls for the Commission to submit a report
on the overall effectiveness and merit of the program. Status: Died on File
in Senate Appropriations Committee

Assembly Bill 2496 Subject: CCC: Book Grant
Author: Washington Version: 8/18/00

This bill would provide a book grant for community college students
receiving afee waiver. The bill requires the grants to be used only at cam-
pus bookstores. It would provide $200 for full-time, $150 for three-quarter
time and $100 for half-time students. Status. Died on File in Senate Ap-
propriations Committee

Assembly Bill 2565 Subject: CCC: Technology
Author: Zettel Version: 8/7/00

This bill would make various changes with regard to how lottery monies
are spent, establish, and set forth a mission statement for the Technology
and Telecommunications/Communications Program of the California
Community Colleges, and exempt the Board of Governors of the commu-
nity college system from the scope of the activities of the Department of
Information Technology. This bill would also require the Chancellor of the
California Community Colleges to submit a strategic report about the pro-
gram to the Legislature and the Governor. Status: To Governor Davis on
9/14/00

Senate Bill 576 Subject: Language Development Study
Author: McPherson Version: 5/31/00

This bill would call for the Commission to develop a strategic plan for
language development, teaching and learning for California. Status. Ve-
toed by Governor Davis on 9/8/00
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22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

Senate Bill 919 Subject: Master Plan for Service Learning
Author: Vasconcellos Version: 4/28/99

This bill would require the Commission to develop a Master Plan for
Service Learning. Status: Died on File in Assembly Appropriations
Committee

Senate Bill 1326 Subject: Hate Crimes
Author: Hayden Version: 8/22/00

This bill would require the public institutions of higher education to report
occurrences of hate violence crimes to the Commission. It would further
require the Commission to submit a biennial report to the legislature on the
type and number of incidents occurring. Status: Died on Senate Floor

Senate Bill 1330 Subject: Student Financial Aid: Assumption Program
Author: Alpert Version: 8/28/00

This bill would consolidate and streamline duplicative provisions related to
the Assumption Program of Loans for Education (APLE), and would add a
bonus incentive to persuade APLE recipients to teach in the lowest per-
forming schools and in specific subject areas. The bill would also alow
students enrolled in teacher preparation programs on a half-time basis to be
eligible to participate in the APLE program. Status: Enrolled to Governor
Davis on 8/31/00

Senate Bill 1369 Subject: Tax Credit: Tests and Application Fees
Author: Poochigian Version: 3/22/00

This bill would amend the tax code to provide tax credit for a) application
fees paid for SAT and Advanced Placement exams and b) enrollment ap-
plication fees paid to the University of California, the California State Uni-
versity, and independent ingtitutions. Status. Died on File in Senate Reve-
nue and Taxation Committee

Senate Bill 1450 Subject: Student Fees: Summer Term or Session
Author: McPherson Version: 5/9/00

This bill would require that the systemwide fees charged to matriculated
students at the University of California and the California State University
for instruction during summer terms or sessions not exceed any fees
charged to matriculated students for equivalent instruction during other
academic terms or sessions. Status. Died on File in Assembly Higher
Education Committee

Senate Bill 1453 Subject: Tax Deduction: College Tuition
Author: Schiff Version: 4/10/00

This bill would amend the tax code to provide for tax deductions of up to
$10,000 per year for the payment of postsecondary education tuition and
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28.

29.

30.

31

student fees at specified educationa ingtitutions. Status. Died on File in
Senate Revenue and Taxation Committee

Senate Bill 1644 Subject: Financial Aid: Cal Grant Program
Author: Ortiz Version: 8/24/00

This bill enacts the Ortiz-Pacheco-Poochigian-Vasconcellos Ca Grant
Program. It sets forth the long-term policy that first-year Cal Grant awards
are granted to al applicants with demonstrated financial need and eligible
grade point averages who meet other prescribed criteria. It establishes the
Community College Student Financial Aid Outreach Program under the
Student Aid Commission to fund training of high school and community
college counselors and advisors. Status: Signed by Governor Davis on
9/11/00, Chapter No. 403

Senate Bill SB 1666 Subject: Teacher Recruitment and Incentives
Author: Alarcon Version: 6/15/00

This bill, sponsored by the Administration, makes numerous changes in
current law and creates new programs relative to the recruitment of, and
incentives for teachers. This bill eliminates the cap on earnings for retired
teachers. It aso creates the Teaching as a Priority Block Grant for low-
performing schools; it also increases from $1,500 to $2,500 per intern per
year the amount of state funding local school districts may receive for op-
erating a teacher intern program. It establishes the Teacher Recruitment
Incentive Program to be administered by the Sacramento County Office of
Education. This bill makes other related provisions. Status. Signed by
Governor Davis on 7/5/00, Chapter No. 70

Senate Bill SB 1688 Subject: Governor’s Merit Scholarship Program
Author: Polanco Version: 6/15/00

This hill creates the Governor's Scholars Program to entitle pupils to
$1,000 scholarships as rewards for earning high academic achievement on
certain tests. The bill also establishes the Governor's Distinguished
Mathematics and Science Scholars Program to provide up to $2,500 in
scholarships to pupils who attain specified scores on Advanced Placement
Examinations in biology, chemistry or physics. It also creates the Intensive
Algebra Instruction Academies Program to provide instruction in pre-
algebra and algebra to pupils in grades seven and eight. This bill makes
other related provisions. Status. Signed by Governor Davis on 9/11/00,
Chapter No. 404

Senate Bill SB 1689 Subject: Advance Placement Program
Author: Escutia Version: 6/15/00

This bill, sponsored by the Administration, creates the Advanced
Placement Challenge Grant Program to provide increased access to Ad-
vanced Placement courses. This hill focuses on schools with few or no
Advance Placement course offerings, and also requires that parents be noti-
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32.

33.

fied of the availability of state funds to cover the costs of advance place-
ment examination fees. This bill makes other related provisions. Status:
Signed by Governor Davis on 7/5/00, Chapter No. 73.

Senate Bill 1787 Subject: Merit Scholarship Program
Author: Burton Version: 2/23/00

This bill would state intent language that merit scholarships be awarded to
the top 5-percent of graduating seniors at each public high school based on
grade point average, advanced placement scores, and the results of the
statewide achievement test. Status: Died on File in Senate Education
Committee

Senate Bill 2118 Subject: Cal Grant Programs
Author: Poochigian Version: 5/4/00

This bill would specify agoal of ensuring student access to and selection of
an ingtitution of higher education for students with financial need and aca-
demic merit. It would also specify a specific amount from the Generd
Fund to the California Student Aid Commission to be used for the Cal
Grant Program. Status. Died on Senate Floor
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4 Committee Membership

THIS PART of the Legidative Update lists the members of the legislative policy and fiscal

committees for higher education

Senate Appropriations Committee

Patrick Johnston, Chair
Tim Ledlig, Vice Chair
Dede Alpert

Debra Bowen

John Burton

Martha Escutia

Ross Johnson

Betty Karnette

David Kelley

Bruce McPherson
Richard Mountjoy
Don Perata

John Vasconcellos

Senate Budget and Fiscal Review
Committee

Steve Peace, Chair
James Brulte, Vice Chair
Wesley Chesbro
Joseph Dunn

Tom Hayden

Ray Haynes

Jack O'Connell
Deborah V. Ortiz
Richard Polanco
Charles Poochigian
Adam Schiff

Byron Sher

Hilda Solis

Cathie Wright

Senate Budget and Fiscal Review
Subcommittee No. 1 on Education

Jack O’ Connell, Chair
James Brulte
Joseph Dunn
Adam Schiff

Senate Education Committee

Dede Alpert, Chair
Bruce McPherson, Vice Chair
Richard Alarcon
Wesley Chesbro
Joseph Dunn

Tom Hayden

Ray Haynes
Teresa Hughes
William Knight
Dick Monteith
Jack O’ Connell
Debra Ortiz

Byron Sher

John Vasconcellos

Senate Select Committee on Higher
Education Committee

Tom Hayden, Chair
John Lewis

Bruce McPherson
Richard Polanco
Adam Schiff

Hilda Solis

John Vasconcellos
Vacancies

Senate Select Committee on Higher
Education Admissions and Outreach
Committee

Teresa Hughes, Chair
Dede Alpert

John Burton

Maurice Johannessen
Bruce McPherson
Steve Peace

Richard Polanco
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Assembly Appropriations Committee

Carole Migden, Chair
Bill Campbell, Vice Chair
Dick Ackerman
Elaine Alquist
Dion Aroner

Roy Ashburn
Marilyn Brewer

Gil Cedillo

Ellen Corbett
Susan Davis
Sheila James Kuehl
Abel Maldonado
Louis Papan
Gloria Romero
George Runner
Kevin Shelley
Helen Thomson
Herb Wesson
Patricia Wiggins
Roderick Wright
Charlene Zettel
Vacancy

Assembly Budget Committee

Denise Moreno Ducheny, Chair
George Runner, Vice Chair
Sam Aanestad

Dion Aroner

Patricia C. Bates

Bill Campbell

Tony Cardenas

Dennis Cardoza

Gil Cedillo

Lou Correa

Dave Cox

Richard Dickerson

Marco Firebaugh

Dean Florez

Martin Gallegos

Fred Keeley

Bill Leonard
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Abel Maldonado
George Nakano
Robert Pacheco
Rod Pacheco
Louis Papan
Sarah Reyes
Jack Scott

Tony Strickland
Virginia Strom-Martin
Tom Torlakson
Scott Wildman
Roderick Wright

Assembly Budget Subcommittee #2
on Education Finance

Sarah Reyes, Chair
Dennis Cardoza
Bill Leonard
Robert Pacheco
Jack Scott

Scott Wildman

Assembly Education Committee

Kerry Mazzoni, Chair
Lynne Leach, Vice Chair
Elaine Alquist

Steve Baldwin
Thomas Calderon

Bill Campbell

Lou Correa

Jim Cunneen

Susan Davis

Mike Honda

George Nakano
Robert Pacheco

Rod Pacheco

Jack Scott

Virginia Strom-Martin
Carl Washington

Scott Wildman
Charlene Zettel



Assembly Higher Education Committee

Ted Lempert, Chair
Charlene Zettel, Vice Chair
Steve Baldwin
Dennis Cardoza
Sally Havice
Hannah-Beth Jackson
Alan Lowenthal
Anthony Pescetti
Sarah Reyes

Gloria Romero

Jack Scott

Bruce Thompson

Assembly Select Committee on the
Development of the 10th Univer sity
of California Campus

Dennis Cardoza, Chair
Roy Ashburn

Steve Baldwin

Dean Florez

Robert Hertzberg

Ted Lempert

Mike Machado
Anthony Pescetti
Sarah Reyes

Joint Committeeto Develop a M aster
Plan for Education-Kindergarten
through Univer sity

Senate M embers

Dede Alpert, Chair
Richard Alarcon
Betty Karnette
Bruce McPherson
Kevin Murray

Jack O’ Connell
Charles Poochigian
Richard Rainey
John Vasconcellos

Assembly Members

Ted Lempert, Co-Vice Chair (Higher Ed.)

Kerry Mazzoni, Co-Vice Chair (K-12)
Jim Cunneen

Dean Florez

Sarah Reyes

GloriaRomero

George Runner

Jack Scott

Virginia Strom-Martin
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BILL NO: AB 252
VETO DATE: September 7, 2000

To Members of the California Assembly:
| am returning Assembly Bill No. 252 without my signature.

This bill would appropriate $50,000 General Fund to the Student Aid Commission to
prepare areport on the need for financial aid incentives to encourage students to attend
higher education institutions during summer session.

The 2000 Budget Act includes $33.7 million to enable both the University of California
and the California State University to reduce summer session fees to the same level as
other academic terms. This fee reduction will eliminate one of the most significant
barriers to increasing student attendance during the summer session. | believethat itis
premature to conduct a study of student financial aid until the campuses have an
opportunity to evaluate enrollment changes due to the fee reduction.

Furthermore, the recently revamped Cal Grant Program will double the grants to
thousands of financially needy students who have demonstrated academic merit. These
grants can also be used to attend summer session.

Sincerely,

GRAY DAVIS
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BILL NO: SB 576
VETO DATE: September 8, 2000

To Members of the California Senate:
| am returning Senate Bill No. 576 without my signature.

This bill appropriates $90,000 from the General Fund to the California Postsecondary
Education Commission for the purpose of funding a strategic action plan for language
development, teaching and learning. The bill aso requires the Commission to contract
with the Center for Intensive Language and Culture, in Monterey, California, when
specified conditions are met.

While | support the promotion and expansion of foreign language teaching and learning
at al grade levels, | am opposed to this measure because of its prescriptive contracting
provisions and requirements and because it would make an appropriation that is not
supported in the 2000 Budget Act.

Sincerely,

GRAY DAVIS
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